
IAS 2003: UNDERSTANDING THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY  

 

Spring 2013: Tuesday/Thursday 1:30 PM-2:45 PM 

GL Cross Hall 0123 

 

Nick Clark 

Office: Cate 4 #410 

Office Hours: Tuesdays/Thursdays 10:30-12:00 or by appointment 
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Course Description:  

 

The term globalization is both ubiquitous and vague, generally referring to the increasing 

interdependence of separate and autonomous national economic, cultural and political systems. 

But does the current global order represent a change from the past? Different cultures and 

economies have long been connected through a variety of mechanisms. In this course, we will 

discuss globalization in greater detail as well as a number of other more specific questions about 

how states and people interact with one another in the international arena.  

 

To better inform our discussion of current issues, the first part of the course will review essential 

concepts and theoretical approaches from the study of international politics. We will also touch 

upon and discuss important historical events that have shaped international politics and consider 

whether globalization is, in fact, a new trend. Moving into the latter part of the course, we will 

study the political, cultural, social, and economic environments of different regions, to better 

understand the background conditions that influence the choices of key international actors and 

to better assess the potential for international cooperation. Throughout the semester, we will 

discuss and debate some of the critical issues currently under contention in the international 

arena. The objective of the course is to provide you with the background information and 

cognitive tools necessary to understand how states and other actors interact in the international 

system.       

 

 

Required Texts: 

 

Baylis, John, Steve Smith, and Patricia Owens. 2011. The Globalization of World Politics: An 

Introduction to International Relations. Oxford University Press. ISBN-13: 978-0199569090 

 

Rourke, John. 2012. Taking Sides: Clashing Views in World Politics, Expanded. McGraw-

Hill/Dushkin. ISBN-13: 978-0078050176 

 

Messitte, Zach P. and Suzette R. Grillot (eds.) 2012. Understanding the Global Community. 

University of Oklahoma Press.  Selected readings available for download.  

 

Selected readings available for download on D2L.  

 

mailto:nijclark@ou.edu
mailto:jgandenberger17@ou.edu


Assessment: 

 

 10% - class attendance and participation  

 20% - mid-term examination    

 20% - final examination 

 25% - issue portfolio 

 5%   - debate statement and participation    

 20% - debate report  

  

 

Requirements: 

 

Issue Portfolio: You should choose an issue related to one of the course themes or another topic 

related to international politics and track information on that issue each week of the semester. 

Possible topics include economic aid to developing countries, humanitarian assistance in war-

torn areas, nuclear non-proliferation, civil or ethnic war, an international organization such as the 

European Union or the United Nations, or a regional-based economic crisis. Each week, you 

must find at least two media articles, government or non-governmental reports, or scholarly 

articles that provide an account of current activity related to your topic. You must then 

summarize the two pieces in 2-3 paragraphs and include your summary in a timeline document. 

You must also provide a link for each piece at the end of the summary or save the actual piece to 

be submitted with the final document. Before submitting your portfolio at the end of the 

semester, you will need to write a 2-3 page summary that synthesizes all of the information you 

have found in an issue summary. That summary should describe points of contention around 

your issue and actions that are being taken (or could be taken) to solve the problem. Be aware 

that the instructor will ask you to turn in the portfolio for review at various points during the 

semester.   

 

Debates: There are six debates scheduled over the course of the semester, each following an 

assigned chapter from the Rourke text. For each debate, the entire class is required to read the 

assigned chapter from the Rourke text. Additionally, in the first week of class, each student must 

sign up to argue a position in one of the six debates. As part of that assignment, students must 

conduct research beyond the Rourke text in order to identify additional arguments and evidence 

in support of their position. There will be approximately 7-8 students actively participating in 

each debate with 3-4 on each side of the issue. As part of this assignment, each student must 

write a 7-9 page report that summarizes the main points for their position from the Rourke text 

and then summarizes additional arguments or evidence from at least three other sources. The 

report must be double-spaced with normal margins (one inch of space between the text and the 

edge of the paper) and include a bibliography citing all of the sources. The conclusion should 

account for 1-2 pages and provide an explanation of which position the student finds most 

convincing (this does not necessarily have to be the position to which you are assigned). Each 

student must also write a 1-page opening statement that they can read at the start of the debate. 

Students must have talking points prepared and actively engage with their opposition during the 

debate (keep in mind that you will have 2-3 allies with whom you might want to meet before the 

start of the debate). The entire class must attend all debates and be prepared to ask questions of 

the debaters.  



Grading Scale: 

 

The numerical equivalents of the letter grades are: 

 

A+ = 98%-100%  C+ = 78%-80%  F = 60% or below 

A = 93%-98%   C = 73%-78% 

A- = 90%-93%  C- = 70%-73% 

B+ = 88%-90%  D+ = 68%-70% 

B = 83%-88%   D = 63%-68% 

B- = 80%-83%  D- = 60%-63% 

 

 

General Business: 

 

Please note that class attendance is mandatory. You may miss two classes without providing an 

excuse. The class participation grade will be reduced by 7 points for every additional class 

missed, unless due to one of the following two exceptions. If you miss class due to a medical 

reason and provide documentation from a medical practitioner, your absence will be excused 

without any penalty. Any absences that result from religious observances shall also be excused 

without any penalty. Anything covered in class lectures or assigned readings may be part of the 

examinations. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out anything covered in class 

from another student. Please contact me immediately if you will need to miss class at any time 

during this semester. 

 

All assigned readings are required. The texts are all available for purchase through the OU 

bookstore. Other selected readings will be available for download on D2L. The lectures will, at 

times, overlap with the readings, but will often include content not in the readings. The 

examinations may cover anything from both the lectures and the readings.  
 

Any student with a disability that may prevent you from fully demonstrating your abilities should 

contact me as soon as possible so that we can make accommodations necessary to ensure full 

participation and facilitate your educational opportunities. Students with disabilities must be 

registered with the Disability Resource Center prior to receiving accommodations in this course. 

The Disability Resource Center is located in Goddard Health Center, Room 166. The phone 

number is 405-325-3852 and the web page is http://www.ou.edu/drc/home.html  

 

Make sure that you include proper citations in any written or oral work. Plagiarism will result in 

a failure for that assignment, referral to the administration and other potential consequences, as 

well other forms of academic misconduct such as cheating. Please consult A Student’s Guide to 

Academic Integrity for more information on academic misconduct and for examples of 

plagiarism: http://integrity.ou.edu/students_guide.html If you have any questions about what 

constitutes plagiarism, please contact me or the OU Writing Center at 405-325-2936.    

 

Please do not hesitate to ask questions, introduce discussion points, articulate your opinions and 

comment on the reading materials. I reserve the right to move around different topics and 

assignments on the syllabus in consultation with the class.  

http://www.ou.edu/drc/home.html
http://integrity.ou.edu/students_guide.html


Schedule: 

 
Day Topic Readings 

January 15 Introduction to Course  

 

 

January 17 Key Terms and Concepts/Introduction to 

Globalization  

Baylis Introduction and 

Chapter 1 

January 22 History of International Politics and the State 

System 

Baylis Chapters 2 and 3 

January 24 Theories of International Relations: Realism Baylis Chapter 5 

 

January 29 Debate over Globalization and Cultural Diversity 

 

Rourke Issue 3 

January 31 Theories of International Relations: Liberalism 

 

Baylis Chapters 6 and 7 

February 5 Presentation on Study Abroad 

  

 

February 7 Inter and Intra-State Conflict 

 

Baylis Chapter 12 

February 12 International Security  

 

Messitte Chapter 2 

February 14 

 

Presentation on Plagiarism and Academic Integrity  

February 19 Debate over Terrorism Rourke Issue 14 

February 21 Humanitarian Interventions 

 

Messitte Chapter 3 

February 26 Regimes, and International Law 

 

Baylis Chapter 17 

February 28 Review and Discussion  

 

 

March 5 Mid-Term Examination  

 

 

March 7 Integration and Transnational Actors  

 

Baylis Chapter 19 

March 12 The European Union  

 

Messitte Chapter 6 

March 14 Debate over the United Nations 

 

Rourke Issue 16 

March 16-24 Spring Break 

 

 

March 26 International Political Economy 

 

Baylis Chapter 14 

March 28 Marxist and Dependency Theory  

 

Baylis Chapters 8 and 27 

April 2 Global Poverty  

 

Selected readings on D2L 

April 4 Debate over U.S. Development Policy  

 

Rourke Issue 9 

 



April 9 Latin America  Messitte Chapter 7 

April 11 The Middle East  

 

Messitte Chapter 8 

April 16 Debate over the Arab Spring 

 

Rourke Issue 20 

April 18 Democratic Transitions 

 

Selected readings on D2L 

April 23 Environment Issues  

 

Baylis Chapter 20 

April 25 Gender and International Politics 

 

Baylis Chapter 15 

April 30 Debate over Convention on Gender Rights 

 

Rourke Issue 18 

May 2 Review and Discussion  

Issue Portfolios due at the start of class 

 

May 7 

1:30 PM-3:30 

PM 

Final Examination   

 

 

 

 

 


